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Synopsis

General Chuck Horner commanded the U.S. and allied air assetséa "the forces of a dozen

nationsa "during Desert Shield and Desert Storm, and was responsible for the design and execution
of one of the most devastating air campaigns in history. Never before has the Gulf air war planning,
a process filled with controversy and stormy personalities, been revealed in such rich, provocative
detail. And in this revised edition, General Horner looks at the current Gulf conflictd "and comments

on the use of air power in Iraq today.
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Customer Reviews

General Chuck Horner, with the writing help of Tom Clancy, crafted a wonderful book that tells the
story of how to organize, equip, deploy and employ massive yet diverse airpower during the Gulf
War in 1990-1991.There are three parts and fifteen chapters in this book. The first third focuses on
the past (1960-1989) for Chuck Horner and America’s Air Force before Desert Shield. The focus is
on the unique climate amongst pilots, especially fighter pilots (Horner’s primary skill set) and the
entire aviation community. The emphasis Horner places on teamwork is striking, and shows the

importance of every airman who contributes to launching and aircraft and its payload down the



runway and into the skies. This part of the book also describes the strategic vision of Air Force
leaders in the 1970’s as they sought to apply the lessons learned from the Vietnam War, and
reemerge from the post war malaise as a coherent fighting organization.Throughout the first part are
snapshots of what Horner was trying to create in the chaos that followed the Presidential decision to
reinforce Saudi Arabia to deter further Iragi aggression and finally expel Iraq from Kuwait. Horner,
who became Commander in Chief, Central Command (Forward) CINCCENTFWD noted that
everywhere he initially went, the staffs’ "efforts lacked order and focus...missing essential details
such as basing logistics and sortie rates." Horner’s essential task was to understand the intent of
General Schwarzkopf and the National Command Authority, and to focus the effort of the
CENTCOM team to deploy and employ forces in a logical way that would accomplish the national
strategic goals.
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